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Get Coding Help — Read the Docs + Errors vs Warnings!

To be a good programmer, you'll have to be able to solve problems (preferably independently). Thus,

you need to know where to find solutions when you face issues with your code. We'll first talk a

manual/reference you can use to look for help, then we'll briefly touch on code errors and warnings.
Introducing... the MQL5 Code Documentation (aka the MQL5 Reference).

What is Code Documentation?

Code documentation is a manual that explains how the code works. Every programming language
(not just MQL5) has a code documentation.

What is MQL5 Reference?

It is a code documentation that explains how the MQL5 coding language works. There are two ways
to access the MQL5 Reference:

e Web access (online access) (Preferred Method)
e Access it via the MetaEditor (offline access)

Web Access (Preferred Method)
How to access

Link: https://www.mgl5.com/en/docs

How to use

The best way to use the web docs is via Google Search. When you are looking for help, search in this
manner (for better results): MQL5 <insert keywords>

Eg. MQL5 datatypes, MQL5 reserved words, MQL5 Syntax etc.

The first result should lead you to the exact page you are looking for within the MQL5 docs.
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Access it via the MetaEditor

How to access
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How to use
There are three ways to navigate the MQL5 Reference:
1. Search for keywords (Preferred)
=4 MQL5 Reference
kil B E < 2 & 23
Hide Locate Back Forward Home Print Options
Contents Index Search Favorites MOIs Reference / Technical Indicators / iMA

Type in the keyword to find:

nction returns the handle of the Moving Average indi

int IMA(
string symbol, // syn
ENUM_TIMEFRAMES peri // pel
int ma // ave
int ma_. Eg // hor
ENUM MA METHOD ma method, // smc¢
ENUM APPLIED PRICE applied price /! tyr
)i

Parameters

symbol

[in] The symbol name of the security, the data of which s
period

[in] The value of the period can be one of the ENUM_TIMI
ma_period

[in] Averaging period for the calculation of the moving av
ma shift

[in] Shift of the indicator relative to the price chart.

........ . o A

This may not work for all keywords.
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2. Scan the content page

£2 MQL5 Reference
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Passing Parameters |

In MQL5 parameters of simple
To inform the compiler that ¢
Passing a parameter by refer
immediately reflected in the
same time. In order to prever
Thus, if the input parameter
before its name.

Example

class CDemoClass

{

private:

This may be tedious, especially if you don’t know what you're looking for.

3. Search using words that appear the mo
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This method looks for articles where the searched word appears the most number of times.

st number of times

The panel's source code is located below.

Chart Properties and Sample Functions for Working with
« CHART_IS_OBJECT defines if an object is a real chart or a graphic object.

//| Chec

s a 5 a gr

\ real chart, the

//1 the result is trus. Tf it

//] has the value false.
e —
bool ChartisObject (bool &result,const long chart 1D=0)

{

//--- prepare tl-.,
long value;

set

o get the property values
€ the
astError();

the chart property

“hartGet Integer (chart 1D, CHART 1§ OBJECT,0,value))

error value
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Errors and Warnings
Errors
What they are: Errors indicate that your code is written wrongly. It cannot be compiled and run.

How they look like: Red symbols.

Description

@ 'GetOHLCPrices_NoExplanation.mg5'

@ 'numberOfPriceDataPoints' - unexpected token
'=' - unexpected token

@ some operator expected

@ ‘'ArraySetAsSeries' - I-value required

@ '=' - I-value required

@ 5 error(s), 0 warning(s)

How we should solve them:
e Always solve the top most error first. In the above example, that refers to
“numberOfPriceDataPoints’ — unexpected token”
e If the error message is obvious, do as it says. Otherwise, Google Search "MQL5 <insert error
name>".

Warnings

What they are: Errors indicate that your code could be written better. But it still can be compiled and
run.

How they look like: Yellow symbols.

Description

©® 'GetOHLCPrices_NoExplanation.mq5'

A implicit conversion from 'number’ to 'string’
/A variable 'x' not used

@ 0 error(s), 2 warning(s), compile time: 275 msec

How we should solve them:

e You can choose to ignore them. But you should attempt to understand what the warnings
mean.

e If the warning message is obvious, do as it says. Otherwise, Google Search *"MQL5 <insert
warning name>",
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Self-help and Debugging

We will include three lectures in the future (in the next course) that will help you be an independent
coder. Do look out for them:

e  Still lost at programming? Self-Learning Methods

e Types of Errors! And Common Coding Problems!
e Debugging Demonstration - Understanding the Thought Process
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