THE WHOLE NATION IS HOLY — BASED ON A SHIVR BY R. YAlR KANWN

Source 1: Bamidbar Ch. 16
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16 And Moses said unto Korah: ‘Be thou and all thy
congregation before the LORD, thou, and they, and Aaron,
to-morrow;

17 and take ye every man his fire-pan, and put incense
upon them, and bring ye before the LORD every man his
fire-pan, two hundred and fifty fire-pans; thou also, and
Aaron, each his fire-pan.’

18 And they took every man his fire-pan, and put fire in
them, and laid incense thereon, and stood at the door of
the tent of meeting with Moses and Aaron.

19 And Korah assembled all the congregation against
them unto the door of the tent of meeting; and the glory
of the LORD appeared unto all the congregation. {S}

20 And the LORD spoke unto Moses and unto Aaron,
saying:

21 'Separate yourselves from among this congregation,
that | may consume them in a moment.

22 And they fell upon their faces, and said: '0 God, the God
of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and wilt Thou
be wroth with all the congregation? {S}

23 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying:

24 'Speak unto the congregation, saying: Get you up from
about the dwelling of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.

25 And Moses rose up and went unto Dathan and Abiram;
and the elders of Israel followed him.

26 And he spoke unto the congregation, saying: ‘Depart, |
pray you, from the tents of these wicked men, and touch
nothing of theirs, lest ye be swept away in all their sins.’
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27 So they got them up from the dwelling of Korah,
Dathan, and Abiram, on every side; and Dathan and
Abiram came out, and stood at the door of their tents,
with their wives, and their sons, and their little ones.

28 And Moses said: 'Hereby ye shall know that the LORD
hath sent me to do all these works, and that | have not
done them of mine own mind.

29 If these men die the common death of all men, and be
visited after the visitation of all men, then the LORD hath
not sent Me.

30 But if the LORD make a new thing, and the ground
open her mouth, and swallow them up, with all that
appertain unto them, and they go down alive into the pit,

then ye shall understand that these men have despised
the LORD.

31 And it came to pass, as he made an end of speaking all
these words, that the ground did cleave asunder that was
under them.

32 And the earth opened her mouth and swallowed them
up, and their households, and all the men that
appertained unto Korah, and all their goods.

33 So they, and all that appertained to them, went down
alive into the pit; and the earth closed upon them, and
they perished from among the assembly.

34 And all Israel that were round about them fled at the
cry of them; for they said: 'Lest the earth swallow us up.

35 And fire came forth from the LORD, and devoured
the two hundred and fifty men that offered the
incense. {S}



What was the second punishment - of the 250 men - a response to? Pesukim 2-3
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Source 2: Rav Mosheh Lichtenstein, Rav Yitzchak Blav,
quoting Netziv, Rav Naftali Tzvi Yehuda Berlin:

“Therefore it must be understood that the 250 men were truly great people in every
respect, including in their fear of God. Their exclusion from the priesthood - which
brings one to closeness and love of God - was like a fire burning within them, not
because they desired power and apparent honor, but rather because they desired to
sanctify themselves and to achieve a [high] level by conducting the sacrificial service...
This was not so of Datan and Aviram, who were far removed from this lofty desire and
were by nature disputatious and hated Moshe even in Egypt..”

R. Yitzchak Blau: ...In the same way, the Torah anticipates the wild desire for clinging
to God of the two hundred fifty men in the Korach uprising. The commandment
of tzitzit precedes that story because this commandment attempts to forestall such
behavior. R. Berlin argues that this commandment reminds both regular Jews and
those who seclude themselves in pursuit of love of God to remain within halakhic
boundaries. The blue threads of tekhelet symbolize those yearning for the heavens,

and they need this reminder.




Source 3: Maharal, Tiferet Yisrael, Ch. 18: The punishment for Korach, Datan and Aviram
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them to not exist...

7. VTARD NINY ,NDINY DN 1T [0 DINND) YDA
The Torah is essential and a necessary component of reality; those who challenge
the Torah are challenging reality, and that's why it says, ‘they were lost from the
midst of the kahal, and sunk to their graves while still alive” It was necessary for

Source 4a: Bamidbar 17:6
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was acting out of personal vengeance?

Rav Yair Kahn: The use of the term "you" in this context indicates that Moshe and Aharon were being

held personally responsible for the deaths of the insurgents. Did the people still believe that Moshe

Source 4b) Ch.17:9-13
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9 And the LORD spoke unto Moses, saying:

10 ‘Get you up from among this congregation, that | may
consume them in a moment.' And they fell upon their faces.

11 And Moses said unto Aaron: Take thy fire-pan, and put fire
therein from off the altar, and lay incense thereon, and carry it
quickly unto the congregation, and make atonement for them;
for there is wrath gone out from the LORD: the plague is begun.

12 And Aaron took as Moses spoke, and ran into the midst of the
assembly; and, behold, the plague was begun among the people;
and he put on the incense, and made atonement for the people.

13 And he stood between the dead and the living; and the plague
was stayed.



Towards the end of the perek:
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Source 5: Commentary of Ramban
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If Hashem will create a [new] creation. Splitting open the ground was not in fact a new creation, but

that the ground would open its mouth and swallow them alive was something new that had never
happened. When the earth splits, as has happened many times in an earthquake, it remains open,
and the cracks later fill with water and become like lakes. However, that the earth should open and
close immediately, as a man opens his mouth to swallow and closes it after he swallows — this was
created afresh on that day as if it were created from nothing. This is the explanation of (v. 33), “and
the earth covered them,” and therefore it says: “The ground beneath them split. The earth opened
its mouth and swallowed them.” According to the teaching of our Rabbis (Sanhedrin 110a) the

opening of Gehinnom drew close to them; this was newly created on that day as well.

o Did the people really believe that God killed randomly ?

e Were they unaware that Korach and his followers had committed a grave sin?

e Why do they continue to complain after seeing the tragic consequences of their
initial complaint?




Source 6: Rav Yair Kahn

| believe that the people WERE convinced by the divine sign. Korach's claim that Moshe was not
representing God's will was laid to rest when the earth miraculously swallowed the insurgents. The
people's argument was not rooted in philosophical skepticism; rather, it was a human reaction
generated by sorrow and pain. Devastated by the death of public leaders, friends and relatives,
they turned to Moshe and Aharon full of grief: "Was there no other way to prove your point? Did all
these people have to be destroyed? Are we short of orphans and widows?" It was an emotional

outburst, not a rational argument.

We find a similar divine reaction after the initial challenge with Korach and the 250:
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19 And Korah assembled all the congregation against
them unto the door of the tent of meeting; and the
glory of the LORD appeared unto all the
congregation. {S}

20 And the LORD spoke unto Moses and unto Aaron,
saying:

21 'Separate yourselves from among this congregation,
that | may consume them in a moment.

22 And they fell upon their faces, and said: '0 God, the
God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and wilt
Thou be wroth with all the congregation?' {S}

e Was Hashem not “overreacting?”
o What was the source of the nation’s error?



Source 7: Shemot 19:6
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3 And Moses went up unto God, and the LORD
called unto him out of the mountain, saying:
Thus shalt thou say to the house of Jacob, and
tell the children of Israel:

4 Ye have seen what | did unto the Egyptians,
and how | bore you on eagles’ wings, and
brought you unto Myself.

5 Now therefore, if ye will hearken unto My
voice indeed, and keep My covenant, then ye
shall be Mine own treasure from among all
peoples; for all the earth is Mine;

6 and ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests,
and a holy nation. These are the words which
thou shalt speak unto the children of Israel.




Source 8: Sketch: The structure of the Jewish camp
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Rav Kahn: ... this barrier was not unilaterally imposed upon Benei Yisrae/by God; it was erected

with the implicit consent of the people, when machane Yisrael was set up. Once Bnei

Yisraelaccepted the premise of Korach's argument and rejected the barrier separating the sacred
and the mundane, they found
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Source 9: Kohelet 4:17
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Be not overeager to go to the House of God: more acceptable is obedience than the offering of
fools, for they know nothing [but] to do wrong.
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Normal human reactions of anger and grief must be suppressed; emotional outbursts are
unacceptable. When Nadav and Avihu were destroyed, Aharon and his remaining sons were

commanded not to mourn:

Source 10: Vayikra 10: 6-7
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And Moses said to Aaron and to his sons Eleazar and Ithamar, “Do not bare your heads and do not
rend your clothes, lest you die and anger strike the whole community. But your kinsmen, all the
house of Israel, shall bewail the burning that the LORD has wrought.
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And so do not go outside the entrance of the Tent of Meeting, lest you die, for the LORD'’s anointing
oil is upon you.” And they did as Moses had bidden.




Source 11: Vayikra 21
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The priest who is exalted above his fellows, on whose head the anointing oil has been poured and
who has been ordained to wear the vestments, shall not bare his head or rend his vestments.
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He shall not go in where there is any dead body; he shall not defile himself even for his father or
mother.
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He shall not go outside the sanctuary and profane the sanctuary of his God, for upon him is the
distinction of the anointing oil of his God, Mine the LORD's.

Looking back at the second “complaint”it's clear that it's a pathetic whimper. The people understand

the lesson! Look back @ their words...

Source 12: Rav Kahn: After initially identifying with Korach's campaign and rejecting the barriers
separating the Sanctuary from the nation, the people are now ready to appreciate why division is
necessary. They understand that, to a certain extent, "a holy nation” is a contradiction in terms.
Sanctity demands separation, a departure from the mundane. Frailties typical of the human
condition are incommensurate with holiness. Normal societal conditions are replete with passion
and competition, arguments and jealousy. Although these are unavoidable within a normal human
framework, they are intolerable in the presence of God. Nationhood and holiness appear to be

mutually exclusive.




Source 13: Reintroduction of Priesthood/Kehuna: Bamidbar 18:1
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The LORD said to Aaron: You and your sons and the ancestral house under your charge shall bear
any guilt connected with the sanctuary; you and your sons alone shall bear any guilt connected
with your priesthood.
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You shall also associate with yourself your kinsmen the tribe of Levi, your ancestral tribe, to be
attached to you and to minister to you, while you and your sons under your charge are before the
Tent of the Pact.

DD INRYNDY 1YY N DAYADON) WP 790N TN SNNDDI NRYM TRIRYN 1INY)
:DPAND)

They shall discharge their duties to you and to the Tent as a whole, but they must not have any
contact with the furnishings of the Shrine or with the altar, lest both they and you die.

Source 14: Bamidbar 1:53
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The Levites, however, shall camp around the Tabernacle of the Pact, that wrath may not strike the
Israelite community; the Levites shall stand guard around the Tabernacle of the Pact.

Source 15: Bamidbar16 22 - Korach
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But they fell on their faces and said, “0 God, Source of the breath of all flesh! When one man sins,
will You be wrathful with the whole community?”

Source 16: Bamidbar 17:11 - Korach
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Source 17: Bamidbar 18:5 - Korach
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as you discharge the duties connected with the Shrine and the altar, that wrath may
not again strike the Israelites.

e The Ibn Ezra notes that Korach attacked the structure that was established at the
beginning of Sefer Bamidbar. Applying the principle that the Torah does not
necessarily correspond to chronological order, he argues that the Korach rebellion
preceded the meragfim.

e The Ramban counters that Datan and Avirum's attack on Moshe ("You have brought
us up out of a land Flowing with milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness..]
Moreover you have not brought us into a land flowing with milk and honey, nor given
us inheritance of fields and vineyards" [16:13-14]) is a clear reference to the decree
following the chet ha-meraglim.

Source 18a: Devarim Ch. 1: A Review of the Sin of the Spies
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Then all of you came to me and said, “Let us send men ahead to reconnoiter the land for us and
bring back word on the route we shall follow and the cities we shall come to.”

Source 18b: Rashi
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AND YE APPROACHED ME ALL OF YOU — all of you: in a crowd. But further on 0355 >5x 129pm
(Deuteronomy 5:20, 21) it states, “Ye approached me, even all the heads of your tribes, and your
elders, and ye said, Behold [the Eternal our God] hath shown us [His glory and His greatness]”: That
approach to me was a fitting one — young people showing respect to their elders, letting these
precede them, and the elders showing respect to the heads of the tribes that these should precede
them. Here, however, ye approached me, all of you, in a crowd, the young pushing aside their
olders, the elders pushing aside the heads (Sifrei Devarim 20:1).

Source 19: From - Rav Yair Kahn: Parashat Shlach: Lack of Confidence, Lack of Faith

However, with the exception of Calev and Yehoshua, these leaders failed miserably in their
mission. Instead of inspiring the people and instilling them with faith and confidence, the scouts
acted as spies, not as tourists, and they aroused the fear that had lain dormant in the unbelieving
hearts of the nation.

At this point, we find the machanein total disarray. Overcome by grief and fear, the people
are willing to reject the entire redemption process and return to slavery in Egypt. Even Moshe, who
saved the nation from suffering and bondage with a spectacular display of miracles, stands
powerless. His stature has been tarnished. The nation's total confidence in him and absolute
respect for him, displayed just one year ago at the shores of the Red Sea - "..they had faith in God
and in His servant Moshe" (Shemot 14:31) - is replaced by a mutinous call -"Let us appoint a leader
and head back to Egypt" (Bamidbar 14:4). The voices of Yehoshua and Calev are drowned out by
threats of violence, and only divine intervention prevents bloodshed.

The "machane” which was constructed with such precision at the beginning of “Chumash Ha-
pekudim” has collapsed. The multi-colored social fabric has unraveled. The general population and
the leadership -including Moshe Rabbeinu - is malfunctioning.

Directionless and shattered, the entire generation that had experienced redemption and
witnessed God's miracles is now doomed to perish in the wilderness. The "machane’ which was
intended to reflect the incarnation of the ideal religious community and realize the fulfillment of the
messianic dream will never enter the Promised Land. The 600,000 who were enumerated and
enlisted as part of Anesset Yisraelare now destined to be buried in the desert.
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